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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ECON, RP 

SUBJECT: RETAIL TRADE AND ANTI-DUMMY DECREES 

1. THE LONG-AWAITED DECREES ON RETAIL TRADE AND THE ANTI- 
DUMMY LAW WERE ISSUED OVER THE WEEKEND AND ANNOUNCED IN 
MANILA PAPERS JUNE 15. ACCORDING TO PALACE SOURCES THE TEXTS, 
ALTHOUGH NOT YET AVAILABLE, ARE THOSE TRANSMITTED TO THE 
DEPARTMENT ABOUT A YEAR AGO. 

2. COMMENT. RELEASE OF THESE DECREES AT THIS TIME, ACCORDING 
TO WELL-PLACED PALACE SOURCES, IS MEANT AS A FURTHER SIGNAL 
OF INTENT TO CONTINUE CLOSE RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE UNITED 
STATES, AS INDICATED IN THE PRESIDENT'S INDEPENDENCE DAY 
SPEECH. THAT THIS MOTIVE IS STRONG ENOUGH NOW TO BREAK 
THE GRIP OF 

SOME KEY OFFICIALS WHO WANTED TO BARGAIN OVER THESE DECREES 
IN PENDING ECONOMIC NEGOTIATIONS AND HAVE SAT ON THEM FOR 
MONTHS IS A FAIR SIGN IN ITSELF. 
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